Summary of Regulation 25 Consultation

Havant Borough Council, Local Development Framework

Statement of Community Involvement

Dates of consultation: 28 February – 15 March 2005
Consultees and method of consultation:

Who consulted?
Method of consultation

Councillors
Seminar and Questionnaire

Statutory Consultees (Specific Consultation Bodies)
Letter and Questionnaire

Havant Community Partnership
Letter and Questionnaire

Residents
Council Magazine, Council web site, Reception display

Number of responses:

Councillors
6

Statutory Consultees (Specific Consultation Bodies)
7

Havant Community Partnership
4

Residents
24

TOTAL
41

Key issues raised:

Due to the level of response received, the views expressed can not be taken as being representative of the views of the whole community.  However, some key themes did emerge from the responses.  Responses emphasised that a range of methods should continue to be employed by the Council to engage the community in the planning process.  Particularly, we should be directly contacting interested individuals to comment and involving residents associations and other local community groups.  A strong message was also that where possible we should hold any community events on weekday evenings.

An important point was that including information in the Council’s magazine and on the website did not result in a high level of response from members of the community.  This was reflected in the responses received where 24 respondents expressed that they would like to be involved in the LDF in the future by being contacted directly with questionnaires and invitations to comment.  The Council also needs to invest more in communicating general information on the LDF.  18 of the wider community respondents felt that having read the Serving You article they did not have sufficient information to understand the new system or were unsure of their level of understanding.

How document will address the key issues raised:

This initial round of consultation provided some early feedback from stakeholders and the wider community.  The responses were used to inform the production of the draft SCI and to begin to build a list of interested groups and individuals to contact in future consultations.

Key Issues:

· Include further information on the Local Development Framework process.

· Set out a range of involvement methods in the SCI.

· Residents Associations will be contacted at future consultation stages.
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