Havant Borough Council Core Strategy – Comments relating to the Impact of the Revocation of the South East Plan
1. Secretary of State revoked RSS on the 6th July with the new localism approach to planning evolving over the coming months and years. In order to encourage building Mr Pickles “pledged that direct and substantial benefits for councils who support construction would be the centrepiece of this radical restoration of local power. The money will be used to help ensure more new homes are built for local people, and matched with more new jobs and investment”…. "Regional Strategies built nothing but resentment - we want to build houses. So instead we will introduce powerful new incentives for local people so they support the construction of new homes in the right places and receive direct rewards from the proceeds of growth to improve their local area."


2. The Guidance published with the revocation confirmed that PPS’s remain effective, that the development plan is the saved policies of the local plan and that LDF work should carry on. 

3. HBC remains committed to a housing target of 6,300. The 6300 was a figure agreed by HBC as part of the PUSH 80,000 figure submitted to the SEP.  Effectively the 6300 figure was the ‘option1’ figure referred to in the Secretary of States guidance as the alternative housing target option. 


4. The housing  figure, whilst very challenging for such a constrained borough is seen as bring about the long term changes that are needed to regenerate the borough.  The Council endorsed the figure at the time and our members continue to endorse it.


5. Initial legal advice has been that without any evidence to justify an alternative housing figure then the current figure should be continued. 


6. The creation of an alternative housing figure would require significant local community engagement which would take at least 18 months to finalise. This would be likely to result in a minimum of a two year delay in a borough plan. The additional costs could be significant – particularly as evidence may need to be renewed to justify any new approach. 


7. A policy vacuum position would leave the council open to hostile planning applications from landowners seeking to establish the credentials of their site and would result in planning by appeal. This is undesirable in terms of the loss of the local communities ability to plan and positively negotiate for the best local community outcome. There would also be likely to be significant costs involved to the local community through the appeals.


8. In terms of the loss of policy in the South East Plan the Council would appreciate the advice of the Inspectorate as the SEEPB has been dissolved, the Secretary of State’s  announcement to abolish the Government Offices and a lack of clear advice on how to deal with the sweeping away of a layer of approved planning policy.


9. Our initial review of the SEP policies shows that many are generally covered by national PPS guidance or other government statements. 


10. The evidence base that has justified the SEP policies remains in place and sound therefore the policy positions in the SEP similarly remain valid and sound.


11. Many aspects of the SEP policies are proposed to be taken forward in the Development Delivery Allocations Plan in terms of site specific proposals to address particular requirements e.g. Green Infrastructure.


12. A detailed paper on this can be produced. An initial analysis has identified  few policy gaps although the following issues requiring further clarity:


· Uncertainty over the ability of the Partnership for South Hampshire (PUSH) ability to ‘adopt’ and update the South Hampshire Section of the SEP.


· Need for recession review of PUSH employment growth projections and overall employment land requirements and distribution. 


· Requirement for a specific AONB policy to cover the loss of  SEP policy C3 and at the same time address local objections.


·  Need to update the ‘where else to look’ boxes and cross referencing throughout the Core Strategy.


Conclusion

The Council considers that whilst the revocation of the SEP has created some uncertainty, much of the SEP is covered by existing national policy or the Havant Core Strategy has provided a local policy position. An initial view is that the comprehensive evidence that justifies the policies Core Strategy remains sound. The Core Strategy is aimed at creating a sustainable borough where local communities will see change for the better with new jobs, homes and facilities delivered where they are locally needed. The Council would therefore seek the Inspectors support in charting a positive path through the current policy uncertainty to enable the borough to continue the positive planning of the local area.
