-----Original Message-----

From: Allgrove, Mike [mailto:Mike.Allgrove@portsmouthcc.gov.uk]

Sent: 09 September 2010 17:11

To: Flo Churchill

Subject: Portsmouth Core Strategy

Dear Flo,

I am writing to clarify the current status of the Portsmouth Plan (core strategy).  We have had numerous rounds of consultation and we are working towards the submission plan (reg. 27).  This was programmed in for February 2011, however, this will now be delayed.  This is as a result of the abolition of regional spatial strategies and the impending cuts in public expenditure which will have implications for publicly funded infrastructure.  There is a report going to Cabinet on the 13th September with a recommendation to carry out further consultation (reg.

25) on a revised housing number before bringing the final version of the Portsmouth Plan back to Cabinet and the City Council.

You asked about the proposal for a railway station on land to the east of the boundary with Portsmouth within Havant Borough.  We have a site at Farlington allocated for a new railway station in the Local Plan.

This is a long standing proposal linked to the provision of a park and ride facility.  We have so far been unable to implement the proposal although we have carried out some feasibility work.  My colleague Paul Denyer was leading on this work but has now left the City Council.  His advice was that when the station was allocated in the Local Plan South West Trains were in favour and Southern Railway was neutral.  During the feasibility work their views changed to South West Trains being neutral and Southern Railway objecting.  At this point we put resources in to improvements to Hilsea Station rather than trying to progress the new station at Farlington, however, it remains an allocation and there is no change to current policy.

I hope this is useful and should you wish to discuss further please give me a call.

Regards,

Mike Allgrove

Assistant Head of Planning Services

Portsmouth City Council

Civic Offices

Guildhall Square

Portsmouth

PO1 2AU

Phone:  023 9283 4302

Fax:  023 9283 4660
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