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	Ms J Beech 

ICE Renewables

Crabtree Hall Business Centre
Little Holtby
Northallerton

North Yorks

DL7 9LN
	Our Ref: APP/11/00111                       

Direct Line: (023) 9244 6249    

Ask For:  Mrs J Clark

Email:planning.development@havant.gov.uk

 23 February 2011


Dear Ms Beech 
The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010
Site Address:  Land north of Manor Farm buildings, Manor Road, Hayling Island
Proposed Development:  Erection of a small wind turbine with a hub height of 15.6m, the renewable energy generated will be used to offset the existing usage of A D Walter Ltd. A D Walter Ltd is a family farming enterprise and houses workshops, horse livery and a recycle green waste company which consumes energy during the process, a small wind turbine would look to reduce the company`s overall carbon foot print. 

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessement) Regulations 1999: Screening Opinion
I refer to the above application which was received on 2nd February 2011.   I have consulted with planning officers on this application and can advise the following. 

Given the height of the proposal, and in light of it's proximity to sites of desginated national, international and local nature conservation importance, screening has been undertaken under the Town and Country (Environmental Impact Assessement) Regulations 1999, Schedule 2 (3, i) - Installations for the harnessing of wind power for energy production (wind farms). 

Although the proposal would involve the erection of only a single wind turbine, the site is situated within a particularly sensitive location; being close to statutory protected sites which support nationally and internationally important populations of wintering wildfowl and waders. The site, and fields surrounding the site, are also designated as SINCs as they are known to support foraging Brent Geese which are displaced from the coast during high tides. The County Ecologist has advised that a wind turbine in this location would present a very high risk of bird strike, which would be likely to have a significant impact upon populations of wildfowl and wading birds for which various statutory and non-statutory nature conservation designations have been made. 

Due to the likely significant impact in this case, the application would require the completion of an Environmental Statement under the above regulations. Please take this as notification under Regulation 7 (3) of the above Order; this entitles you to confirm whether you accept the view in the opinion or wish to seek a separate Direction from the Secretary of State on this matter. In the event that you do not reply in writing in that period the application may be refused. However, It would assist if you can respond at the earliest opportunity, as this would allow for a scoping opinion for the proposal to be issued, which will be of importance to you in preparing the Environmental Statement. 

Whilst I cannot prejudge the range of information which might be required, it is noted that Schedule 4, Part 1 (3) of the Regulations states that is: " A description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the development, including, in particular, population, fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic factors, material assets, including the architectural and archaeological heritage, landscape and the inter-relationship between the above factors". This document should include proposed mitigation if any.

In this particular case, the planning officers currently suspect that the Environmental Statement is likely to be confined to fauna, in particular the impact on wildfowl, birds and bats. However, it may be advisable to also include landscape impacts due to the proximity of the Chichester Harbour Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) and the height of the structure and because the likely visual impact is less easily known at this stage.

I trust that the above is clear but please do not hesitate to contact me if not, or in my absence, the Development Control Team Leader for this area, Mr Cantwell (02393 446509).

Yours faithfully
Mr Steve Weaver

Interim Development Services Manager 

