Glossary 2010 

Affordable housing 
Affordable housing  includes social rented and intermediate housing, provided to specified eligible households whose needs are not met by the market. Affordable housing should:

– Meet the needs of eligible households including availability at a cost low enough for them to afford, determined with regard to local incomes and local house prices.

– Include provision for the home to remain at an affordable price for future eligible households or, if these restrictions are lifted, for the subsidy to be recycled for alternative affordable housing provision’.

Affordability Housing within the borrowing power of households in the bottom quartile of earnings assuming 5% deposit and 3.5x borrowings.

Brownfield A site previously developed for industrial/commercial or residential use.

Building for Life : Standard established by CABE and the Home Builders Federation and other agencies to promote good design and quality standards in new homes.  

CABE : Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment –government sponsored agency to promote good design in the built environment

Code for Sustainable Homes The Code measures the sustainability of a home against design categories, rating the ‘whole home’ as a complete package. The design categories included within the Code are: energy/CO2, pollution, water, health and well-being, materials management, surface water run-off, ecology, waste. 
Decent home standard To be defined as ‘decent’, a home must: meet the current statutory minimum for housing; be in a reasonable state of repair; have reasonably modern facilities and services; provide a reasonable degree of thermal comfort (effective insulation and efficient heating). 
Housing Association (HA) A non-profit making organisation providing affordable housing. If registered with the Housing Corporation also known as a registered social landlord (RSL). 

Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) A non-departmental public body, it is the Government's national affordable homes agency responsible for the funding of affordable housing providers 
Housing demand

The quantity of housing that households are willing and able to buy or rent.

Housing need

The quantity of housing required for households who are unable to access suitable housing

without financial assistance.

Housing market areas

Geographical areas defined by household demand and preferences for housing. They reflect

the key functional linkages between places where people live and work. 

Intermediate affordable housing is :‘Housing at prices and rents above those of social rent, but below market price or rents, and which meet the criteria set out above. These can include shared equity products (eg HomeBuy), other low cost homes for sale and intermediate rent.’

Lifetime homes : standard of design developed by the Joseph Roundtree Foundatation to ensure homes meet accessible and design features to make homes sufficiently accessible and flexible to meet  the needs of current and future occupiers
Low Cost Home Ownership (LCHO) A general term covering shared ownership and the HomeBuy scheme.

Market housing

Private housing for rent or for sale, where the price is set in the open market.

Net dwelling density

Net dwelling density is calculated by including only those site areas which will be developed for housing and directly associated uses, including access roads within the site, private garden space, car parking  areas, incidental open space and landscaping and children’s play areas, where these are provided.

Registered Social Landlords Housing associations registered with the  HCA / TSA 
Regional Economic Strategy (RES) A 10 year economic strategy prepared by SE EDA to maximise the opportunity  for sustainable economic growth in the South East.

Section 106 (S106) Agreement Agreement under Section 106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 on development of land. Often used as a legally binding agreement between a local authority and developer for a percentage of affordable social housing in a development. Often at nil public cost.

Shared ownership New or existing property sold on a part-rent/part-sale basis. The shared owner buys a percentage of the property, funded by a mortgage and/or savings. The remaining percentage is typically owned by a registered social landlord that may charge rent.

Social housing Subsidised housing provided by local authorities or registered social landlords.

Social rented housing is ‘rented housing owned and managed by local authorities and registered social landlords,  for which guideline target rents are determined through the national rent regime. The  proposals set out in the Three Year Review of Rent Restructuring (July 2004) were implemented as policy in April 2006. It may also include rented housing owned or managed by other persons and provided under equivalent rental arrangements to the above, as agreed with the local authority or with the Housing Corporation as a condition of grant.’

Strategic Housing Market  Assessments (SHMAs) These assessments are required by Government and will help provide a greater insight and understanding into the operation of the local housing market. The information will help inform the development of housing policies within the

Local Development Framework (LDF).

Supported housing Schemes for client groups needing additional support or care, eg people with learning difficulties, young at risk, frail elderly etc. Previously referred to as special needs housing.

Supporting people Grant for support services for vulnerable people to improve their quality of life and independence, providing people with housing related support services to remain independent or gain independence in their own home. Paid by Government, administered by Hampshire in partnership with districts.

Sustainable communities Sustainable communities are places where people want to live and work, now and in the future. They meet the diverse needs of existing and future residents, are sensitive to their environment, and contribute to a high quality of life. They are safe and inclusive, well planned, built and run, and offer equality of opportunity and good services for all.

Vulnerable households In the context of the Decent Home Standard, vulnerable households are defined as those occupied by a person or persons in receipt of at least one of the principal means tested or disability related benefits.

Vulnerable people In the context of supported housing provision, a person or group is vulnerable when support is required to enable or promote independent living and safe and active participation in the community.
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