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PHASE 2:  SUMMARY REPORT: HAVANT MAINLAND AND 
HAYLING ISLAND 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Introduction 
 
1.1 The following Phase 2 report summarises the integrated landscape sensitivity 
of the fifteen landscape character areas which fall outside the urban areas of the 
Havant mainland and Hayling Island and which form the study area.   Phase 1 of the 
study initially looked at the eleven LCAs on the mainland in November and 
December 2006.   
 
Section 2 to this report explains the overall method of approach used to identify 
landscape sensitivity, where each Landscape Character Area (LCA) has been 
analysed under five themes.  Appendix 1 explains the approach to Themes 1: 
Physical landscape; 4: Experiential and 5: Visibility and the supporting spreadsheet 
analysis and GIS analysis.  Appendix 2 explains the method of approach to Theme 2: 
Historic character and built form and the results of GIS analysis.  Appendix 3 
explains the approach to Theme 3: Bio-diversity and the results of the GIS analysis.  
Figure 1A shows the location and area of each LCA within the Borough.  Figure 2 A 
illustrates the overall sensitivity scoring for the LCAs. 
 
The key landscape sensitivity factors are set out under the ‘main constraints’ and 
‘lesser constraints’ for each LCA, all of which should be taken into account in 
considering any settlement expansion. 
 
The report does not identify any landscape mitigation or the new landscape features 
which would be a prerequisite of any settlement expansion within part of an LCA 
(such as, for example, re-establishment of hedgerows, new woodland planting, chalk 
downland recreation).   
 
 
2. Overview 
 
2.1 Background to study 
 
The Havant Borough Landscape Character Assessment Draft August 2006, a fully 
integrated landscape character assessment covering the landscape, townscape and 
seascape of Havant Borough was undertaken in 2005 and 2006.  The final report, 
which takes on board the results of a series of consultations with both communities 
of interest and local communities of place (including the Community Boards) during 
2006 was completed in January 2007. 
 
An important aspect of this work is to inform the preferred approach to meeting the 
needs for additional housing and other forms of development within the Borough, as 
a part of the Local Development Framework so that the adverse impact on the 
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Havant Borough landscape (including bio-diversity, historic, experiential, as well as 
landscape and visual aspects) is minimised.   
 
A methodology for the identification of the sensitivity of all of the LCAs in Havant 
Borough was explored during the summer of 2006.  This had a wider remit than this 
study and it was not possible to prepare and test a full methodology in the time 
available to meet the LDF deadline.  This report sets out the results of a smaller 
exercise which focused on identifying the relative sensitivity of 15 key rural LCAs to 
settlement expansion.  The methodology for this study is set below. 
 
The eleven LCAs of the mainland fall within the strategic gap identified under the 
Havant Borough Local Plan adopted September 2005.  This policy is under review, as 
is the spatial location of the strategic gaps or any local gaps.  The results of the Phase 
1 report will guide the definition of these new gaps.   
 
2.2 Study area 
 
The study area is shown in Figure 1A.  On the mainland it forms a U shaped band of 
the more open areas of Havant Mainland from Langstone Harbour (LCA41) north up 
the west side of Havant to the north boundary of Havant Borough (LCAs 9, 10 and 
20), returning southwards to the east of Havant back to Chichester Harbour (LCA26).  
A very small area (LCA3) is also included at Woodcroft Farm in the north west of the 
Borough.  On Hayling Island the study area covers the northern half of the island 
(LCAs 29, 30 and 31) and the western tip of the island (LCA34). 
 
2.3 Methodology 
 
The main purpose of the development of the methodology used for this study was to 
identify an approach that could be easily applied using commonly held GIS data; 
that would draw on the results of the landscape character assessment, widen the 
application of the detailed historic landscape character assessment and use GIS 
analysis to provide a statistical basis for assessment where this was appropriate.   
 
At this stage a comprehensive comparative sensitivity of the whole of the Borough 
had not been undertaken.  Hampshire County Council are also in the early stages of 
working up a sensitivity methodology which can be applied to urban areas and 
urban fringe areas of the county.  This study has therefore concentrated on 
identifying the relative sensitivity of each LCA in the study area to help guide the 
Borough in planning an unavoidable settlement expansion to meet government 
targets for growth.  If the whole of the Borough was assessed the results for each 
LCA may be different.  The value of the current approach is in comparing like with 
like ie one urban fringe location with another. For example if all the urban areas were 
also assessed the sensitivity of the 11 LCAs would all rise towards high, providing 
little guidance to identifying the urban fringe LCA where the least harm will be 
done. 
 
In all cases the primary source of data was the Havant Borough Landscape Character 
Assessment Final Draft 2006 which sets out the key characteristics for each LCA.  This 
was supplemented with additional GIS analysis, field work and use of scoring 
thresholds.  The strategy and guidelines for each LCA, as set out in the Havant 
Borough Landscape Character Assessment Final Draft 2006, are included. 
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The general approach follows that used by Hampshire County Council in the 
development of a sensitivity methodology for the rural areas, and by West Berkshire 
Council in their assessment of the landscape sensitivity of the urban fringe of 
Hungerford, Newbury, Thatcham and West Reading to settlement expansion.  Other 
sources of guidance included the Countryside Agency Topic Paper 6: Techniques and 
Criteria for Judging Capacity and Sensitivity 2004 and Chichester District Council: The 
Future Growth of Chichester: Landscape and Visual Amenity Considerations 2005.  The 
sensitivity assessment is carried out under five themes: physical landscape (geology, 
landform, landcover, water features and soils), bio-diversity, historic character and 
built form, experiential (access to the landscape, perceptions of tranquillity and 
ruralness), and visibility (visual exposure, screening and local landmarks).  This 
followed the method of reporting in the Havant Borough Landscape Character 
Assessment Draft August 2006 which was designed to lead into Hampshire’s 
sensitivity mapping in due course. 
 
The detailed methodologies and results for each theme are set out in the 
Appendices1 to 3.  The study does not allow for the condition or intactness of the 
landscape resources as this would have required extensive further field work in 
order to be meaningful at this detailed scale of assessment. 
 
In summary: 
 
Theme 1:  Physical landscape analysis 
 

• Geology:   Significant geological features which in their own right are a 
key feature of the current landscape character and make significant positive 
contribution.   

 
• Soils: GIS mapping from HCC is used to quantify the percentage of land 

within a LCA that is grade 1, 2, 3 or 4 agricultural land.   
 

• Water: Each LCA was examined for the incidence of water features: ponds, 
drains, streams, rivers, wetland areas and proximity to open water and to 
what extent these contributed to the character of the LCA.  This was assessed 
visually on the ground, from aerial photographs and from OS mapping.   

 
• Landform: The landform was examined under three topics: a) the 

influence of man made landform on the LCA; b) the level of contribution to 
the character of an LCA from significant topographical features; and c) the 
orientation of slope (where land which slopes into the adjacent urban area is 
deemed less sensitive than land which is orientated to the wider open 
countryside).  These topics were assessed from contour mapping, OS maps 
and visual observation. 

 
• Landcover: Landcover is also assessed under the bio-diversity and historic 

landscape character assessment themes.  In this section the significance of the 
landscape pattern (incidence of woodlands, hedgerows, parkland vegetation, 
heathland and other significant vegetation) and their contribution to the 
landscape character is assessed.   
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Theme 2: Biodiversity 
 

• Coverage of designated sites: Percentage cover of Natura 2000 sites (SAC / 
SPA); of SSSI; of SINC (Local Designation); of priority habitats; and of Natura 
2000 sites within 100m, 200m, 500m, 1km and 10km of the Landscape 
Character Area. 

 
Theme 3: Historic character and built form 
 

• HLC: Extent of coverage within selected LCAs; rarity of HLC type within 
Hampshire as a whole, based upon the published county-wide HLC, and 
specifically within Havant borough; the extent and frequency of HLC types 
across Havant; Time Depth (Integrity) where the survival of historic features 
or elements of the landscape which contribute to a particular HLC type were 
analysed to determine the extent of time depth; and Context (Group Value) to 
assess how well a HLC type complements those adjacent to it.  

 
• Archaeology: Evidence that previous impacts will have comprehensively 

destroyed archaeological remains or of where archaeological sites either 
extant above ground or buried have been confirmed as being in existence by 
previous observations. 

 
• Built form: Built form was considered under five criteria: Period 

(complexity of development over time); rarity (local, regional, and national 
factors); group value (how well does a HLC area complement those adjacent 
to it); distinctiveness (the type/quality of design such that it forms part of the 
identity of the locale); and designations (presence/ absence of the various 
designations). 

 
Theme 4: Experiential analysis 
 

• Public access: GIS mapping from HCC was used to quantify the percentage 
of each LCA which is accessible to the general public including land classified 
in HCC datasets as open country (as defined under the CROW Act 2000), 
accessible woodland, commons, country parks, Hampshire open space and in 
HBC datasets as ‘open space in urban areas.   

 
• PROW: The total length of public rights of way in each LCA is 

measured and factored to take account of the total area of each LCA.  Weight 
is attached to paths which formed a part of a network (such as the Solent 
Way, Staunton Way, Wayfarers Way).   

 
• Tranquillity: Assessed through visual and aural perception in the field.   

 
• Ruralness: Ruralness was measured by the percentage area of ‘rural’ 

historic landscape character types in each LCA, as opposed to ‘urban’, based 
on national land classification types (recreational HLCs such as golf courses 
are therefore classified as ‘urban’). 
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Theme 5: Visibility 
 

• Visual envelope: The extent that each LCA, broken up into 100m 
squares, can be seen form the surrounding landscape (using topographical 
data) was determined using GIS to produce a ‘cumulative viewshed analysis’.  
The results of this theoretical model are then tested in the field  

 
• Landmarks: Views to landmarks within a LCA or from a LCA were 

identified in the field.   
 

• Internal enclosure: The scale of internal and boundary screening features 
(woodland, hedgerows, buildings, embankments but excluding natural 
topography) is assessed through fieldwork and used to determine the 
openness or enclosure within an LCA.   

 
The study is based on current conditions. The study would have benefited from the 
identification of the potential to enhance local landscape characteristics or to 
capitalise on potential attributes.  Unfortunately this was not possible in the time and 
with the available data.  This would be very useful in assist in avoiding a lost 
opportunity for significant enhancement of the local landscape features and in the 
creation of green infrastructure. 
 
The study does not assess the capacity (a measure of quantity) of each LCA to absorb 
settlement expansion, as this would have required a more detailed assessment of the 
composition of the LCA.  However it goes further than identifying the inherent 
sensitivity of the LCA as the methodology allows for the vulnerability of each LCA 
to settlement expansion.   
 
This analysis led to a three level sensitivity score for each of these five themes, which 
is then amalgamated and reanalysed to create a five level sensitivity score combining 
the five themes.  This is shown in Section 4: Table 1A of the Report.  These are 
subsequently ranked in Table 2A. 
 
This is developed further, by identifying the value of each LCA as part of a wider 
open landscape, identifying the relationship of each LCA with the wider countryside, 
either beyond the Borough boundary or within the other more open landscapes of 
the Borough.  Each LCA is then scored for its contribution to conserving and 
enhancing the wider rural landscape character in and around Havant: high (greatest 
contribution to maintaining rural character of the Borough), medium or low (least 
contribution to maintaining rural character of the Borough).   
 
Following this the contribution to the wider landscape is factored into the sensitivity 
score and an overall sensitivity score for each LCA reached.  This is shown in Section 
4: Table 3A of the Report.  These are subsequently ranked in Table 4A.   
 
Finally, to inform the role of each LCA as a setting to the urban form, the relationship 
of each LCA with the adjacent urban area is described.   
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2.4 Further work 
 
As can be seen, the current methodology would be improved through access to 
further datasets and similar information within the adjoining Hampshire local 
authorities and in West Sussex.  A peer review of the methodology is recommended 
to identify refinements which would still meet the primary requirement for a fairly 
simple methodology that is easily applied using GIS and professional judgement 
hand in hand.  This is likely to lead to further studies which would embrace the 
urban areas of Havant Borough. 
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The project was undertaken on behalf of Havant Borough Council by Kirkham 
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Elaine Cox   Principal Rights of Way Officer, West Berkshire Council 
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3. Sensitivity analysis 
 
 
3.1 The rural hinterland of Havant Mainland has been divided into eleven 
landscape character areas (LCAs) in the Havant Borough Landscape Character 
Assessment 2006: 
 
LCA3: Woodcroft Farm 
LCA9: Waterlooville golf course 
LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands 
LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor 
LCA12: Portsdown Hill 
LCA13: Histroric Bedhampton 
LCA20: Staunton Country Park 
LCA21: Southleigh Forest 
LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain 
LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court 
LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park 
 
The rural areas of Hayling Island are: 
 
LCA29: North Hayling 
LCA30: Stoke and north west Hayling 
LCA31: Central Hayling plain 
LCA34: Sinah Common and The Kench 
 
The sensitivity of the local landscape character areas around Havant to urban 
expansion is summarised below.  It should be noted that the AONB designation, and 
strategic gap policy, has not been factored in at this stage. 



REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 

 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONSULTANTS  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY / COUNTRYSCAPE  HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL   

8 

 
HAVANT MAINLAND 
 
 
3.2 LCA3: Woodcroft Farm 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to enhance the local character.  The following guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain rural character; 
Strengthen the wooded character; 
Maintain and manage the strong linear woodland belts to the south as a buffer to the adjacent 
area of development. 
 
Built form and development 
Avoid the upgrading of the bridleway to Woodcroft Farm which would suburbanize this 
area; 
Continue to protect the farm buildings and their setting through local listing. 
 

 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Small fields bounded by good hedgerows and major tree belts 
o Two of three HLCs, small irregular assarts intermixed with woodland and 

small farmsteads, are rare examples of a particular HLC type within Havant  
o The assarted HLC type is the only example within the whole of Havant and is 

therefore considered to be very important and highly sensitive to change 
o Good access by footpath, paths and bridleway on 3 sides of LCA 
o 75% rural. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Agricultural land with Grade.3: 6%, Grade 4: 72% of the LCA 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

some indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o Urban expansion would not impact on locally important sites 
o Historic group value to this corner of farmland which is the only surviving 

small farmstead in NW Havant 
o The farmhouse is of flint, with red brick dressings, typical of the vernacular 

building style on the chalk  
o No known archaeological evidence 
o Kite Close recreation ground 
o Localised visual envelope 
o Enclosed by thick hedgerows and trees: low internal visibility 
o Reasonable level of tranquillity but some urban visual intrusion from 

adjacent housing and school. 
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Wider landscape 
 
LCA3: Woodcroft Farm forms a small part of the wider rural landscape which extends 
westwards to the north of Denmead and is typical of the Lowland Settled Wooded 
Farmland landscape character type of this part of rural Hampshire.  The western 
boundary of the LCA is marked by a hedgerow but this does not separate the LCA 
from the wider landscape to the west. 
 
Wider landscape score: medium sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA3: Woodcroft Farm is separated from the urban edge within LCA2: Waterlooville 
western suburbs by a strong belt of trees.  In its present form it creates a strong edge to 
the town. 
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3.3 LCA9: Waterlooville golf course 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to enhance the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain and manage existing trees and in the long term replace non native conifers 
and trees which are not characteristic of this area; 
Tree planting within the golf course should link into the wooded character of the 
area; 
Encourage management of golf course to maximise the potential for biodiversity 
through the creation of a more diverse habitat resource;  
Pond should be managed for the benefit of biodiversity by creating new habitats and 
managing the existing resource; 
Improve woodland to provide a better screen between Padnell Grange and rear of 
housing to north. 
 
Built form and development 
Maintain setting to Padnell Grange. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-low 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Golf course over large part of the LCA; associated strong linear tree belts; 
strong tree belts to A3 (M) 

o Enclosed by thick belts of trees and scrub; golf course divided up by internal 
planting:  medium internal visibility 

o 76.63% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 
Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o The residual pre-1810 woodland and Padnell Grange are considered to be of 
medium sensitivity. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Land gently slopes away from urban edge towards A3 (M) 
o Private golf course but no publicly accessible land 
o Single footpath leads to path along A3 (M): path along Sheepwash Road 
o Disturbed by noise from A3 (M) but motorway in cutting and well screened 

by vegetation; housing visible to south west but low visual intrusion 
otherwise 

o Localised visual envelope 
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o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 
indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 

o The surviving piece of field system is considered to be of low sensitivity due 
to boundary loss and therefore its loss of time depth integrity. Likewise the 
golf course, which dominates the LCA, has also altered the historic landscape 
character 

o Padnell Grange is a singular built historic form in the LCA. Both the house 
and surviving farm buildings reflect the local vernacular building materials 
of flint with red brick dressings 

o No known archaeological evidence. 
 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA9: Waterlooville golf course continues for a short way into the wider countryside 
beyond the Borough but otherwise its manmade landscape pattern contrasts with the 
open heathland character further to the north. 
 
Similarly LCA9: Waterlooville golf course contrasts with the natural wooded heathland 
character of LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands to the south east, although the 
emerging woodland adjacent to Greenfield Crescent has similar characteristics. 
 
Wider landscape score: low sensitivity  
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA9: Waterlooville golf course is separated from the urban form within LCA8: A3 (M) 
corridor residential area to the north west by a strong belt of woodland but in the south 
it forms an important setting to the housing on the urban edge.  In its present form it 
provides a strong landscape contrast to the urban form but provides a less well 
defined edge. 
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3.4 LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local landscape character.  The 
following guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Manage roadside vegetation to provide a screen and a link to adjacent areas; 
Manage the area to maintain the existing diverse range of habitats to increase its 
ecological potential and historic landscape value.  
 
Built form and development 
Seek opportunities to relocate overhead pylons underground; 
Retain low key character of access tracks with a simple compacted hardcore surface. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o From local high point in Bell's Copse land falls into Staunton Park and the 
open country to the north 

o Dominated by broadleaved woodland and heathland 
o Open access to Bells Copse and Havant Thicket 
o Visual intrusion from pylons. No other urban intrusion as A3 (M) well 

screened 
o 92% rural 
o Prominent stream runs north-south with tributaries: 
o 89.41% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 

Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o Dominated by the pre-1810 woodland which has been assarted and an area of 
unenclosed scrub on the northern edge of Havant. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Shallow 'V' shaped valley 
o No public rights of way 
o Some views from South Downs 
o Most of area enclosed within woodland: low internal visibility 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats, including Heathland 
o Recent plantation (of low sensitivity) contribute to the group value of this 

rural landscape which has potential long time depth relating to this area’s 
location within the Forest of Bere 
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o Sole built type in the LCA is the A3 (M) 
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands have a strong level of inter-visibility with 
the South Downs and landscape around Rowlands Castle to the north.  The heathy 
wooded character continues northwards into the wider landscape. 
 
LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands, through its wooded character and the 
continuity of open landscapes, plays a significant role in connecting the open 
corridor of LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor and LCA20: Staunton Country Park with 
the open countryside to the north.  The wooded character continues into LCA11 but 
there is little inter-visibility, due to this woodland cover.  In contrast, there is a high 
level of inter-visibility with LCA20 but more of a contrast in character. 
 
The natural wooded heathland character of LCA10: Blendworth Common and 
woodlands contrasts with the manmade landscape pattern of LCA9: Waterlooville golf 
course, and is separated from it by the A3 (M) and its vegetation.  
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands is separated from the urban form by 
woodland and fields of LCAs 11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor and LCA20: Staunton 
Country Park with little intervisibility with the urban built form.  In its present form it 
provides a strong landscape contrast to the urban form but it does not have a direct 
influence on the urban setting.  
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3.5 LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to enhance the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Originally part of the Forest of Bere, land management should encourage new tree 
planting of broadleaved species throughout the area to conserve and restore the 
wooded landscape character that has been affected by development; 
Maintain, manage and increase areas of tree and shrub planting adjacent to the A3 
(M) to enhance existing adjacent wooded character of this LCA; 
New woodland planting should not erode the pockets of small fields which 
contribute to the semi enclosed character of this area; 
Enhance existing recreation areas along the western edge of Havant by undertaking 
the planting of native tree and shrubs;  
Improve urban edge treatment on the western edge of Havant to reduce visual 
dominance of the built form on the adjacent open landscape; 
Increase recreation routes throughout area linking areas from north to south. 
 
Built form and development 
Seek opportunities to relocate overhead pylons underground; 
Areas of new development should avoid elevated areas where they would be viewed 
against the skyline. Where earth works are required these should be sympathetic to 
the surrounding landform; 
Propose a strong wooded character to any new areas of development;  
Remove remains of redundant recreation features as seen along the western edge of 
Havant and restore the ground to grassland, shrubs and woodland as required; 
Protect the archaeologically rich landscape of the south end of the LCA from further 
development impact. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Complex mix of land cover; small fields and small but extensive woodlands 
with a strong influence over the LCA;  

o Remnants of the Forest of Bere 
o 75% rural 
o Watercourses associated with woodland are an important feature of land 

between Purbrook Way and Park Lane, east of the A3 (M): Hermitage stream; 
other minor watercourses 

o Views to elevated area from the South Downs 
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o 41.5% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for Hampshire 
is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally important 
sites 

o The pre-1810 and 19th century plantations are of high sensitivity and 
dominate the southern and western and small part of the eastern edge of the 
LCA 

o The integrity of both field system and woodland adjacent to each other 
contributes to a strong group value, which the construction of the A3 (M) has 
not substantially disrupted 

o High above ground and buried archaeological evidence. 
 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Mix of poorer grade and non agricultural land.  Grade 3:14%; Grade 4: 49% of 
the LCA 

o Small but steep 'V' shaped valley within undulating land form 
o Good access to Gundymoor Wood but little other publicly accessible land. 
o Visual intrusion from pylons and roads; A3 (M) well screened; noise from A3 

(M); intermittent visual intrusion from urban edge 
o Fair sense of enclosure by extensive woodland: medium internal visibility 
o Local footpath network in places 
o Not impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o The construction of large scale commercial buildings has been detrimental to 

the historic landscape character 
o Built environment is dominated by the A3 (M) and associated modern 

commercial development. 
 
Wider landscape 
 
Although LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor is not contiguous with the wider open 
landscape beyond the Borough, it has visual links at its most northerly and southerly 
ends, to the north into the South Downs and to the south into the harbours and 
Hayling Island.   
 
It also provides an important open strip of landscape linking LCA12: Portsdown Hill, 
LCA 41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park and LCA32: Langstone Harbour in the 
south with LCA10: Blendworth Common and woodlands and LCA20: Staunton Country 
Park to the north.  The wooded character of the LCA links with that of LCA10 but is 
in sharp contrast with the open elevated landscape of LCA12.  Intervisibility with 
LCA20 is minimal but its woodland character compliments the wooded parkland of 
LCA20. 
 
LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor is however heavily influenced by the adjoining urban 
form and connections across it around Purbrook Way. 
 
Wider landscape score: medium sensitivity  
 
Setting to the urban form 
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LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor has a high interface with the urban form within LCAs 
5: Purbrook and Waterlooville – eastern suburbs, 6: Purbrook, 8: A3 (M) corridor residential 
area, 15: Bedhampton and Havant – north western suburbs and 16: Leigh Park.  However 
the relationship between LCA11 and this urban containment varies.  The western 
side of the LCA is separated for much of its length by strong woodland belts which 
also limit intervisibility.  Although woodland also abuts the eastern edge of the LCA, 
there is a much higher degree of connection between the urban form and the 
landscape of the LCA and a higher degree of intervisibility.  In its present form the 
LCA is narrow (200 to 600m wide) with a higher percentage of the LCA to the east of 
the A3 (M), providing a better rural hinterland (with the exception of the area of 
large scale commercial buildings at Purbrook Way) to Havant, than to Waterlooville.  
The woodland cover is essential to maintain the visual separation between these two 
settlements.  From elevated viewpoints the adjoining urban mass is conspicuous.   
 



REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 

 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONSULTANTS  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY / COUNTRYSCAPE  HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL   

17 

 
3.6 LCA12: Portsdown Hill 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Avoid the use of non-native tree and shrub species especially over the golf course.  
Remove the non native conifers and replace with native varieties; 
Retain and enhance the old chalk cliff faces of the quarries where possible;  
Retain and manage the small woodland copses along the ridgeline;  
Retain, manage and maintain the vegetated buffer along the south side of Purbrook; 
Maintain and enhance the calcareous grasslands, managing scrub to prevent 
encroachment. 
 
Built form and development 
Development on the ridge should be avoided within this open large-scale landscape;  
Development should not encroach on the open setting of Fort Purbrook; 
Liaise with Portsmouth City Council to ensure that no building is allowed to obstruct 
the view of Fort Purbrook from the coast; 
Avoid further development along south side of Portsdown Hill which would cut off 
distant views to Langstone Harbour and Hayling Island; 
Land uses within the quarries should take into account potential impact on adjacent 
open landscape character and should not have an adverse visual impact on the 
surrounding landscape. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  

 
o The geology and topography of Portsdown Hill scarp, ridgeline and its dip 

slope are a key feature of the LCA 
o Extensive views from Portsmouth to ridgeline and to South Downs from dip 

slope 
o Fort Purbrook an important landmark; an unmarked small copse to the east is 

also important  
o Extensive open views to key landmarks in Portsmouth and to Westbourne 

church spire to east 
o Open and elevated with localised internal enclosure: high internal visibility 
o Golf course over large part of LCA; associated tree belts and copses; grassed 

landscape setting to Fort Purbrook 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats, including chalk 

grassland, a key UK Priority Habitat which has been severely fragmented. 
This LCA is the only part of the borough capable of chalk grassland 
restoration, enhancement and expansion 
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o The 19th century defences of Fort Purbrook and redoubt and a small area of 
downland are of high historical significance 

o Fort Purbrook has a very distinct built form which complements the adjacent 
open spaces and are the dominant built features in the scoring of the LCA 
along with the area around the Towers listed building adjacent to the A3 (M). 

o High above ground and buried archaeological evidence. 
 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Dip slope falls towards Widley and Crookhorn 
o Predominantly agricultural land in grade 3: 57% of the LCA: Grade 4: 13%; 

Insignificant area of Grade 1: 0.6% 
o Wayfarer's Walk around Fort Purbrook and otherwise little access by 

footpath: 
o Intrusion from B2177 and A3 (M); distant views of surrounding urban area 

from ridgeline 
o 43% rural 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o 16.21% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 

Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o The area is dominated by a golf course which has altered the historic 
character of the ridge on which the forts are located 

o The loss of boundaries and historic features has also had a detrimental effect 
on the integrity of the two field systems in the eastern third. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA12: Portsdown Hill has very strong visual links with the open harbour but is 
separated from the open coastal landscape by the urban areas of Portsmouth to the 
south.  However through its link with LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal 
Park, the rural open corridor continues to the harbour edge, albeit in a narrow 
corridor west of the A3 (M).  The open arable landscape of LCA12 has common 
characteristics with the open landscape of LCA41. 
 
There is limited inter-visibility and little landscape character continuity with LCA11: 
A3 (M) Eastern corridor.  This poor level of inter-visibility is also found with LCA13: 
Historic Bedhampton, due to the A3 (M) and its roadside vegetation.  The open 
landscape of LCA12 is in strong contrast with the mature tree covered character of 
LCA13. 
 
Wider landscape score: low sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA12: Portsdown Hill abuts the urban areas of LCA6: Purbrook, 16: Leigh Park and 
east Portsmouth.  The LCA provides a contrast with LCA6, modified by the 
woodland links between the two and the recreational use of the LCA, but there is a 
fairly high level of intervisibility with the built form, despite a tree cover on the 
urban edge.  There is a strong contrast with the urban form of LCA15 but the urban 
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edge is visually exposed.  The urban influence is however partly limited by the A3 
(M) landscape treatment.  Due to its elevation the ridgeline has a high level of 
intervisibility with east Portsmouth.  It is also a defining feature of the settled urban 
plain.  In its present form LCA12 provides a strong separation between Purbrook 
and east Portsmouth but due to its high level of visibility, a small amount of 
development might create a disproportionate perception of the merging of these two 
areas. 
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3.7 LCA13: Historic Bedhampton 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Encourage hedgerow management to improve visual quality of open land to the 
south; 
Maintain open stream character adjacent Brookside Road and vegetated character of 
Hermitage Stream; 
Maintain open character of recreation field and improve character with native tree 
and hedgerow planting to link recreation ground with fields to the south; 
Maintain and enhance the calcareous grasslands, managing scrub to prevent 
encroachment. 
 
Built form and development 
Flint and brick wall boundary treatments should be protected and preserved; 
Infill development should be avoided within the historic core to retain the low 
density vegetated character of the landscape; 
New development should respect and relate to the character of the historic core; 
Maintain sunken vegetated character of Kings Croft Lane; 
Any infill development along the south eastern edge should include appropriate 
boundary treatment to retain the southern boundary vegetated character; 
Maintain character of recreation fields which provide an open setting of church; 
Further expansion of the Kings Croft Business Park should be accompanied by 
sensitive screen planting to retain the rural setting of the former mill house and 
water features associated with the mill; 
Consider extension of Conservation Area to include waterworks walls; 
Improvements to be made to the streetscape close to Bedhampton Station. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o The undeveloped open areas are agricultural grade 1: 30% of the LCA 
o LCA crossed by Wayfarer's Way and Staunton Way 
o Hermitage Stream a key local feature east of the railway line 
o Important streamside vegetation; large gardens; strong boundary features 

around historic Bedhampton 
o Pre1810 village/hamlet areas of the LCA are considered of high sensitivity 

and its built form should be considered. The allotment at the eastern end of 
the LCA is assessed as being of medium sensitivity as it preserves former 
field pattern, which has been steadily developed upon 

o Two historic core areas and a number of listed buildings 
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o The varying dates of the significant buildings in the village has resulted in a 
variety of building materials and architectural styles, including the timber-
framing of the Manor House, the extravagant gothic of The Elms, and the 
solid 19th century polychrome brickwork of the Old Granary. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Small local area of public open space at Bidbury Lane 
o St Thomas' Church, and The Elms are local landmarks; 
o Strong sense of enclosure within historic core and open landscape (built form, 

garden trees and small hedged fields); open fields in south-west: medium 
internal visibility 

o Secluded around historic Bedhampton but otherwise high level of intrusion 
from surrounding urban form and the A27 (T) and A3 (M) 

o Localised visual envelope 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o 14.62% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 

Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o The loss of field boundaries in the western part of the LCA means the 
integrity and time depth of the surviving field system has been lost, 

o The built elements of the water treatment works do not detract from the area 
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA13: Historic Bedhampton includes an isolated pocket of open land, separated 
visually from LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park to the west by the 
junction of the A3 (M) and A27 (T) major highways and roadside vegetation.  The 
landscape of LCA13, with its fields and thin hedgerows, also contrasts with the 
woodlands and open coastal landscape of LCA41. 
 
This poor level of inter-visibility is also found with LCA12: Portsdown Hill, due to the 
built form within LCA13 and to the A3 (M) and its roadside vegetation, and there is 
little continuity in landscape character between the two areas. 
 
To the north, south and east LCA13 is enclosed by urban areas.   
 
Wider landscape score: low sensitivity  
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA13: Historic Bedhampton itself contains part of the urban built form at 
Bedhampton which has a high level of continuity with LCA15: Bedhampton and 
Havant – north western suburbs.  Despite this the character of LCA13 is very different 
to LCA15.  LCA13 also abuts the commercial area of LCA28: Brockhampton industrial 
area where the contrast in landscape/townscape is marked and the built form of 
LCA28 is visually intrusive.  There is also a narrow and weak link with LCA14: 
Havant historic core, the harder urban character of LCA14 contrasting with the older 
and more rural landscape of LCA13, except where the small fields of the LCA are 
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important to the western edge of Havant.  In its present form LCA13 is strongly 
influenced by its urban setting but seems a throw back to an earlier rural role. 
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3.8 LCA20: Staunton Country Park 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Create greater connectivity between the rich habitat mosaic of Staunton Park and 
nearby woodland and grassland habitats that are separated by urban areas;  
Continue with the programme of restoration of parkland features; 
Conserve and continue to develop and manage a buffer of native broadleaved 
woodland adjacent to the more visible parts of the urban edge of Leigh Park; 
Continue to manage woodland within Staunton Park through active coppicing. This 
practice could also be extended to cover woodland outside of the Park boundary;  
Manage areas of open grassland, meadows and parkland to enhance biodiversity 
and direct public access. 
 
Built form and development 
Conserve and continue to manage features of Sir George Staunton’s historic 
landscape. It would be desirable to further develop the gardens of the park, to reflect 
the variety of specialised garden areas and structures in Victorian country estates; 
It is important that the group value of the surviving buildings and parkland 
structures is retained, and their settings protected; 
The development of the reservoir should be simple, with earth works and planting 
designed to be integrated into the local landform, vegetation and landuse pattern as 
well as not compromising the adjacent parkland character 
Important views especially views from the park should also be protected; These 
include the view from the platform of William Stone’s former mansion, and the view 
back to it from the urban fringe to the north east. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-high 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Undulating landscape rising to high points at Gammon Hill and Petersfield 
Road. 

o Orientated away from urban edge towards open country 
o Staunton Country Park covers most of LCA.  
o Important area of parkland; significant woodland, tree belts 
o LCA crossed by Staunton Way 
o Filtered visual intrusion from urban edge but otherwise good sense of 

tranquillity 
o 99% rural 
o Views from South Downs and higher ground to northern part of LCA, 

landform encloses southern part 
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o 30.15% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 
Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o Generally well preserved landscape relating to Staunton Park and its wider 
estate landscape of assarted fields and woodland 

o Areas of high quality with many listed buildings which evoke the character of 
the former properties. The placement and grouping of buildings within this 
LCA are typical of a 19th century gentleman's country house and designed 
landscape. The buildings are strongly tied to the open land which forms a key 
part of their character. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Ornamental park lakes; watercourses linking the The Lake in the LCA and 
Upper Lake outside the Borough 

o The Beacon is a significant landmark feature of gateway to Havant; other 
park structures are local landmarks 

o Parkland enclosed but open northern area: medium internal visibility 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
The parkland landscape character of LCA20: Staunton Country Park extends beyond 
The Avenue on the Borough boundary to the east as far as the B2148.  There are also 
strong landscape and visual links between the LCA and the landscape to the north, 
the north west and north-east which reinforce the sense of continuity into the wider 
countryside.  
 
LCA20: Staunton Country Park links LCA11: A3 (M) Eastern corridor with the wider 
countryside to the north. 
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA20: Staunton Country Park shares a long boundary with LCA16: Leigh Park.  The 
landscape of LCA20 strongly contrasts with that of LCA16 but helps to give 
distinction, at least to the northern edge of LCA16.  There is still a high level of 
intervisibility between the two areas.  In its present form LCA20 is an important 
setting and the northern gateway to Havant. 
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3.9 LCA21: Southleigh Forest 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain and manage woodland strip adjacent quarry; 
Maintain robust woodland edge adjacent New Brighton; 
Continue to manage a variety of vegetation types within Hollybank Wood; 
Retain and manage the treed hedgerow character along Redlands Lane and 
Westbourne Road to maintain a vegetated buffer to New Brighton as seen from the 
open landscape of this LCA; 
Maintain and enhance the broadleaved woodland, replacing coniferous woodland 
when appropriate with broadleaved species; 
The woodland resource needs to be protected from loss through development; 
Encourage the use of field margins for ecological benefits by providing habitat 
through hedgerows and land that is not cultivated for farming; 
Retain and manage characteristic small hedged paddocks;  
Enhance the rural character to the playing fields at Barton’s Green; 
Protect the character and public enjoyment of Ems Valley. 
 
Built form and development 
Retain, manage and improve the parkland character of Southleigh House. Retain the 
historic setting for Southleigh House and associated buildings within this rural 
landscape;  
Avoid urbanisation of site with lighting, road details and sight lines;  
Maintain the scale and size of farm settlements at Locks Farm and Home Farm; 
Retain rural character of the intermittent linear settlement to the east of New 
Brighton, with open grass verges, boundary hedgerows or low flint walls. Avoid 
urbanizing trends i.e. close boarded wooden fencing, high brick walls, outside 
lighting and railings; 
The surviving elements of the 19th century estates, and their landscape settings 
should be protected from further erosion by development; 
The long distance views from Southleigh Park, once common to all of the estates, 
should be protected. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of high quality agricultural land. Grade 1 land east of East Leigh house 
and Locks Farm: 13%; Grade 3: 36%; Grade 4: 14% of the LCA: 
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o Significant area of parkland with parkland trees (Southfield Park) and 
woodlands (Southleigh Forest and Hollybank Wood); riverside vegetation to 
river Ems 

o 88% rural 
o Selective views into area from adjacent areas 
o Hollybank Wood is a prominent local feature; views to gasometer and town 

centre 
o Access into Hollybank Wood; recreation area at Bartons Green 
o 20.24% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 

Hampshire is 8.7%), therefore any urban expansion could impact on locally 
important sites 

o ‘Wooded over common’ historic landscape type in the northern part of the 
LCA and pre1810 woodland surrounding Southleigh Park House  

o Southleigh house and other pre 20th century settlement, the parkland and the 
field system of small parliamentary field system on the eastern edge of the 
LCA are of medium sensitivity, although it is noted that they contribute to a 
significant group value and time depth integrity on the edge of existing built-
up areas 

o Wide variety of dispersed settlement areas all of small size almost entirely of 
positive or neutral group value 

o Five of the HLC areas contain listed buildings 
o Area as a whole is enhanced by the broad distribution of older buildings in 

discrete and identifiable groups. 
 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Urban visual intrusion over much of LCA, considerably reducing in north 
east and eastern edge 

o Southern edge of land rising above lower harbour plain. 
o Land slopes south towards Denvilles and New Brighton 
o Western river corridor of river Ems 
o Public footpath along river Ems crosses LCA 
o Overall high level of enclosure from woodland and field boundary 

hedgerows but includes open area in west of LCA: low internal visibility 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o Integrity of the medium sized regular fields in the western part of the LCA 

has been degraded through boundary loss 
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
The wooded landscape character of LCA21: Southleigh Forest extends northwards out 
from the Borough boundary, with a strong relationship with the wider countryside 
linking to the South Downs.  Inter-visibility with the landscape to the north is 
however limited by Hollybank Wood and the woodland beyond.  To the east the 
river Ems corridor links the LCA with the landscape beyond. 
 
The LCA is severed from LCA20: Staunton Country Park by urban LCA17: West Leigh.  
However it forms the northern part of the Havant – New Brighton/Emsworth gap, 
linking the open countryside to the north with LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain, 
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south to LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court to link with the open Chichester 
Harbour. 
 
There is limited visibility between LCA21 and LCA22 due to a mature hedgerow 
separating these two areas.  This is one of a number of hedgerows which occur 
within the border of these two LCAs linking the landscape.  However overall the 
wooded landscape with predominantly smaller fields of LCA 21 contrasts with the 
open treeless larger field pattern of LCA22. 
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA21: Southleigh Forest wraps around the urban area of LCA23: New Brighton and 
abuts LCA19: Denvilles and LCA17: West Leigh in the west.  Although there is a 
strong landscape contrast with LCA17, small copses link the two areas and there is a 
high degree of intervisibility.  This high level of intervisibility continues with LCA19 
but there is less landscape connectivity.  Where the LCA abuts LCA23 there is an 
abrupt change where the dense urban from meets Hollybank Wood but further east 
the landscape is slightly more transitional.  Generally LCA23 is visually exposed 
except where hedgerows mark the urban edge.  In its present from the LCA provides 
a physical separation but does not provide a strong landscape setting to the urban 
areas. In the east LCA21 abuts the settled edge of Westbourne village in Sussex.   
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3.10 LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain and manage remaining small field hedgerow character to the east adjacent 
to New Brighton; 
Improve boundary treatment along adjacent urban areas; 
Maintain and improve the rural character for the recreation ground to the west of 
New Brighton; 
Improve and manage roadside vegetation of A27 and the motel. 
 
Built form and development 
Maintain the scale and size of Southleigh Farm, its boundary treatment to the wider 
landscape and the character of the small cluster of hedged fields located adjacently;  
Minimize visual intrusion of the proposed employment site to the north of 
Emsworth by avoiding large scale buildings and providing a satisfactory boundary 
treatment to reduce their dominance on the wider landscape; 
Minimize visual intrusion of the proposed area of housing on the adjacent area of 
open land by providing an attractive vegetated buffer which also links into the 
surrounding vegetation pattern. Avoid building adjacent to the periphery which 
would have a degrading impact on the adjacent area of open land; 
Provide recreation routes to the west for adjacent urban areas; 
Continue to protect the setting of the locally listed buildings. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-low 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of high quality agricultural land. Grade 1 land east of Denvilles: 21%; 
Grade 2: 58%; Grade 3: 12%; Grade 4: 4% of the LCA 

o 82% rural 
o An open landscape: high internal visibility; small area in south east corner 

enclosed by tree cover 
o Two high sensitivity settlement types- small farmstead and pre1810 

village/hamlet. The farmstead and field pattern provides a good time depth 
and group value, even though the type of field pattern is common within 
Havant and more widely within Hampshire. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Flat plain 
o Continuity with topography of Denvilles and New Brighton 
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o Mid distance visual intrusion from urban edge and localised intrusion from 
the A27 (T) 

o A few linear tree and hedgerow lines, tree cover in southeast corner 
o Localised visual envelope 
o No impact directly upon a Natura 2000 site, although there is potential for 

indirect impacts on the nearby Natura 2000 sites 
o Dominated by a medium sensitive field pattern 
o Two isolated historic built areas 
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain forms an important link between the wider 
countryside and LCA21: Southleigh Forest to the north and LCA26: Warblington and 
Wade Court and the open harbour to the south.  There is some inter-visibility between 
the LCA and the South Downs to the north east.  In the east LCA22 abuts the settled 
edge of Southbourne village in Sussex.   
 
There is limited visibility between LCA22 and LCA21 due to a mature hedgerow 
separating these two areas.  This is one of a number of hedgerows which occur 
within the border of these two LCAs linking the landscape.  However overall the 
open treeless larger field pattern of LCA22 contrasts with wooded landscape with 
predominantly smaller fields of LCA 21. 
 
Between the LCA22 and LCA26, the pattern of larger fields continues into the eastern 
part of LCA26, giving some continuity but this is broken by the A27 (T) and the 
narrowness of the link between the two areas. 
 
Wider landscape score: medium sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain is sandwiched between the three urban areas of 
LCA19: Denvilles, 23: New Brighton and 25: Emsworth – western suburbs and to a lesser 
degree LCA24: Emsworth – historic core.  There is a strong landscape contrast with 
LCA19 but also a high level of intervisibility, slightly softened by hedgerow to the 
urban edge.  This pattern is repeated in the relationship with LCA23.  A landscape 
contrast continues with LCA25 but the railway line and its vegetation visually 
separate the two areas in part.  The denser vegetation of the boundary with LCA24 
separates these two areas in both landscape and visual ways.  In its present form the 
LCA is heavily influenced by the surrounding urban areas but still maintains a good 
landscape contrast. 
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3.11 LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain the parkland trees at Wade Court and improve the area with new tree 
planting in a similar style; 
Improve the boundary edge treatment to Emsworth and maintain the area of 
adjacent woodland as a buffer to the urban environment;  
Ensure that the coastal habitats are maintained and enhanced and remain unaffected 
by any local development; 
Manage scrub to prevent encroachment on other habitat types. 
 
Built form and development 
Maintain the character of the historic routeway (Church Path) with restoration of 
existing iron gateways and removal of wooden replacements; 
With the design of new cemeteries, consideration must be given to the impact on the 
setting of the church, the character of the original graveyard and the surrounding 
landscape;  
Attention needs to paid to the selection of trees species for this rural location, 
vernacular boundary edge treatment, preferably flint and the design of any new 
utility buildings should be undertaken also in a vernacular style;  
Consider opening a view towards the tower up from the bottom of Warblington 
Road/start of Church Path; 
Investigate the erosion of Church Path, and design a solution to prevent further loss, 
and avoid need for walkers to find alternative routes; 
Any further expansion westwards of the Emsworth residential area should be 
carefully designed to create an intermediary open landscaped built area between 
open land and dense settlement. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: high 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of high quality agricultural land.   Grade 1: 41%; Grade 2: 32%; Grade 
3:7% 

o Watercourses, harbour frontage, low wetland areas, redundant watercress 
beds, ponds to Wade Court  

o Flat open plain, with land orientated towards the harbour 
o 0.03% of the LCA is a Natura 2000 site, and there is potential for direct and 

indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites.  
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o 41.98% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 
Hampshire is 8.7%) and 2.34% of the area is covered by SSSI designation 

o Pre-1810 village/hamlet, small farmstead at Warblington and the parkland 
around Wade Court  

o Small sized regular field system in the centre of the LCA has retained a 
legible time depth and significant group value around the dispersed 
settlement pattern  

o The shrunken settlement of Warblington is fortunate in retaining a group of 
buildings of both architectural and historic interest 

o The range of building materials surviving within this LCA is particularly 
varied 

o Evidence of above ground and buried archaeology 
o Important footpath (Church Path and Solent Way); several permissive routes 
o Good level of seclusion and tranquillity except close to A27 (T) 
o 86% rural 
o Views from Hayling Island, the harbour and Thorney Island 
o Warblington Castle, St Thomas a Beckett's church and Wade Court gateway 

tower are important landmarks; extensive views to masts within marina 
o Open landscape with some enclosure from hedgerows and Wade Court 

vegetation: high internal visibility. 
 

Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Small area of parkland, strong north-south hedgelines and blocks of 
woodland 

o Medium sized fields have been degraded through boundary loss in the 
eastern part. 

o No public open space. 
 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court forms the most southerly of the linked open 
landscapes in the Havant – New Brighton/Emsworth gap but more orientated to 
LCA33: Chichester Harbour to the south than LCA 22: Southleigh agricultural plain.  A 
clearly defined edge separates the LCA from LCA33, so that the landscape edge of 
LCA26 does not gradually blend into the harbour mudflats as found elsewhere.  
However there is a high level of intervisibility between the two areas and the open 
landscape of LCA26 close to the harbour reflects the openness of the harbour itself.  
The open landscapes and seascapes enable long views to and from Thorney Island, 
Hayling Island and the Chichester Harbour AONB. 
 
To the north, the pattern of larger fields in the eastern part of LCA26 continues into 
LCA22: Southleigh agricultural plain, giving some continuity but this is broken by the 
A27 (T) and the narrowness of the link between the two areas. 
  
Wider landscape score: high sensitvity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court is framed by urban areas to the east by LCA 25: 
Emsworth – western suburbs, to the north by LCA14: Havant historic core and to the 
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west by LCA27: Langstone.  There is little landscape or visual connection between 
LCA14 and LCA26.  Intervisibility with LCA25 is low due to urban edge planting but 
the urban edge has diluted the landscape character of the LCA along this boundary.  
LCA26 provides a strong landscape contrast to LCA27 and a good setting and 
landscape complement to the historic core of Langstone.  Mature trees in LCA27 link 
into the wooded Wade Court.  In its present form LCA26 plays an important role in 
marking the difference between the more intensely built up areas of LCA14 and 25 
and the looser more rural form of LCA27.  It also provides a ’front garden’ setting to 
Havant Mainland where it abuts the open harbour. 
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3.12 LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to restore the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Although the planting within the Coastal Park is good, substantial planting could be 
extended to further to reduce the adjacent visual impact of the A3 (M) and A27 (T) 
junction on this area; 
Ensure compliance with the Broadmarsh Landscape Strategy February 2002, which 
provides a landscape strategy to create an attractive environment, linking business 
development (as located within LCA28), recreational open space and wildlife habitat 
into one cohesive whole; 
Manage scrub to prevent encroachment; 
Encourage the use of field margins for the benefit of biodiversity; 
Maintain and enhance broadleaved woodland. 
 
Built form and development 
Development adjacent to the harbour edge should be restricted to maintain as far as 
possible the natural development free harbour edge character of Langstone Harbour; 
Flood defences adjacent to the harbour edge should also be designed to be 
sympathetic with the natural environment of Langstone Harbour. Where poor 
quality sea defences have been constructed these should be restored as far as possible 
to create a natural harbour shoreline. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of high quality agricultural land to the west of the A3 (M)/A27 (T) 
junction and pocket immediately to the south.  Grade 1 land north of Forty 
Acre Farm: 44%; Grade 3: 7%; Grade 4:17% 

o Tidal and non tidal Hermitage Stream  
o Dominated by harbour frontage 
o 10.26 % of the LCA is a Natura 2000 site, and there is potential for direct and 

indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites  
o 17.56% of the LCA is covered by SINC designation (the average for 

Hampshire is 8.7%) and 10.26% of the area is covered by SSSI designation.  
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats.  
o The small farmstead of Forty Acres Farm, located next to the railway is one of 

the few remaining farmsteads within Havant 
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o The reclaimed land to the west of Brockhampton, and the small fields of 
South Moors both form an important ‘transitional’ landscape on the coastal 
fringe of the mainland 

o Solent Way and Staunton Way; with a good provision of other public rights 
of way  

o 75% rural 
o Views from harbour, eastern edge of Portsmouth, western edge of Hayling 

Island 
o Localised enclosure but generally exposed area: high internal visibility 
o Open views out to landmarks in Portsmouth. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Large A3 (M) and A27 road junction has detracted from the overall historic 
landscape character 

o Surrounding field system has been degraded through recent boundary loss 
o Public access to Broadmarsh Country Park 
o No local landmarks 
o The built environment is very limited in this LCA and is physically 

dominated by the A3 (M)/A27 junction  
o No known archaeological evidence. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park forms the most southerly of the 
linked open landscapes of the Havant- Waterlooville gap but the link is very narrow 
and severely compromised by the A3 (M) and A27 (T) junction (compounded by the 
railway line).  Like LCA26: Warblington and Wade Court, the LCA is therefore more 
orientated to the south and LCA32: Langstone Harbour with a high level of 
intervisibility between LCA41 and LCA32.  However the artificial shoreline and 
reclaimed form of LCA41 and the resulting landscape characteristics of LCA41 
provide a strong contrast to the mudflats of LCA32.  Although LCA41 does not abut 
the wider coastal landscape, the open landscapes and seascapes enable long views to 
and from Hayling Island and the harbour and Farlington Marshes of Portsmouth. 
 
There is a good level of intervisibility between LCA41 and LCA12: Portsdown Hill 
and a similar field pattern links the two areas.  However overall there is a strong 
contrast in character between the two areas and effectively little physical landscape 
link between the two, due to the A27 (T).  Intervisibility with LCA13: Historic 
Bedhampton is poor but again the field pattern continues into the south west of 
LCA13.  However as with LCA12 there is overall a strong contrast in landscape 
character between the open grassland woodland belts of LCA41 and the regular 
fields with thin hedgerows in LCA13. 
 
Wider landscape score: low sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA41: South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park is most closely related to LCA 28: 
Brockhampton industrial area and to the urban form of east Portsmouth.  There is a 
strong contrast with LCA28 but a high level of intervisibility with the large buildings 
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on LCA28 being visually intrusive.  To the west the landscape merges into Farlington 
marshes and with the urban from in strong contrast, although linked by the A27 (T).  
In its present form urban forms and urban influences fragment the LCA, providing a 
poorer setting to the urban form. 
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HAYLING ISLAND 
 
3.13 LCA29: North Hayling 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain, manage, and in places enhance, the hedgerows separating the arable land 
from the periphery of fields of coastal grazing marsh aligning the harbour edge  
Maintain peripheral open band of coastal grazing marsh as a feature of the harbour 
edge 
Maintain woodland copses adjacent to North Hayling village as a feature of the 
settlement 
Maintain shelter belts as a feature of the northern part of this LCA 
Propose tree planting on the harbour side of Spinnaker Grange to reduce its visual 
impact on adjacent open areas and Chichester Harbour 
Enhance connectivity through green infrastructure  
Manage ponds for the benefit of biodiversity  
Ensure that the coastal habitats are maintained and enhanced and remain unaffected 
by any local development 
Encourage the use of field margins for ecological benefits by providing habitat 
through hedgerows and land that is not cultivated for farming. 
 
Built form and development 
Avoid development and infill within small fields around the settlement edge of 
North Hayling so to maintain a vegetated boundary character and also  to maintain 
indented form of settlement 
Maintain hedgerow boundaries and low flint walls within North Hayling village 
Where possible improve the boundary edge treatment of the Marina at Duckard 
Point to reduce its visual dominance 
Investigate provision of pedestrian access to eastern harbour edge 
Further development to the east of St Peter's Road should be resisted as this would 
fundamentally change the authentic ribbon-layout of the settlement 
Further development to north or south of the village core should also be resisted, as 
this could lead to the merging of the original detached hamlets of North Hayling, 
Tye and Northney. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-high 
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Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of high quality agricultural land.  Grade 1 covers 47% and grade 2 a 
further 30% of the LCA 

o Significant water features, including former oyster beds, marina, and small 
watercourses 

o Dominated by the two harbours 
o Distinctive vegetation cover and pattern (coastal marshes, shelter belts and 

tree groups) 
o 17.3 % of the LCA is designated as a Natura 2000 site and there is potential 

for direct and indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites.  
o 31.7% is covered by SINC designation 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats.  
o More than any other LCA, LCA29 retains much of its authentic rural 

settlement pattern and character 
o Conservation Area at North Hayling and several listed buildings 
o Important historic small regular field pattern in the north 
o Important coastal historic landscape types (wetlands, salterns and oyster 

beds) 
o Overall high level of public access including Hayling Billy coastal path 
o Good sense of local tranquillity 
o 88% rural 
o Open landscape with low levels of screening from local vegetation 
o Coastal areas are very visible from the opposite coastline and the harbours 
o Potentially high wider visibility (from taller structures) 
o Views to Hayling Island bridge, the harbours and the mainland. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Flat topography and lack of man made landform 
o Raised beach deposits 
o Large plots to new development 
o Strong rural character with regular fields with straight boundaries 
o Evidence of greater time depth in the field pattern (further investigation 

needed) 
o Areas of common land access. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA29: North Hayling is the most northerly of the three LCAs that make up the rural 
northern half of Hayling Island.  Together they form a distinct unit, with common 
features, as well as characteristics which distinguish each LCA.  LCA29 is directly 
linked to LCA30: Stoke and north west Hayling but the hedgerow network which 
diminishes further into LCA29.  The coastal marshes, salterns and mudflats of 
LCA29 are an important part of the harbour character, providing important 
landscape, historic and ecological links with the marine environment.  
 
The LCA has very high intervisibility with the adjacent 32: Langstone Harbour and 33: 
Chichester Harbour and a good level of intervisibility with the mainland LCAs 41: 
South Moor and Broadmarsh Coastal Park; 27: Langstone; 26: Warblington and Wade 
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Court; 25: Emsworth - western suburbs; and 24: Emsworth – historic core.  Intervisibility is 
more limited with LCA30 due to the pattern of hedgerows on the boundary. 
 
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA29: North Hayling does not form the setting of an urban area. 



REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 

 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONSULTANTS  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY / COUNTRYSCAPE  HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL   

39 

 
3.14 LCA30: Stoke and north west Hayling 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to enhance the local character.  The following guidelines 
apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain and manage linear woodland belts to the west 
Ensure that the coastal habitats are maintained and enhanced and remain unaffected 
by any local development 
Encourage the use of field margins for ecological benefits by providing habitat 
through hedgerows and land that is not cultivated for farming 
Maintain and enhance the broadleaved woodland resource 
Maintain as far as possible the natural stretches of shoreline and ensure soft 
engineering techniques are used as future flood defences. Avoid hard engineering 
solutions within this semi natural environment. 
  
Built form and development 
Maintain and improve the areas of openness adjacent the A3023 within the 
intermittent linear settlements allowing links to the rural countryside beyond  
Maintain vegetated boundary treatment within settlements of Stoke, Tye and Stoke 
Common 
Avoid development and infill within the small fields between the settlements of 
Stoke, Fleet and Tye to maintain separate settlement form.  
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-high 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Area of very good agricultural land.  Grade 1 over 9%; grade 2 67% of the 
LCA 

o  
o 9.2 % of the LCA is designated as a Natura 2000 site and there is potential for 

direct and indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
o 18.5% is covered by SINC designation 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats.  
o Important historic settlements of Stoke, Fleet and Tye 
o Buildings dating back to 18th century or earlier 
o Important patchwork of small fields 
o Important group value to the small isolated farmsteads 
o Fair level of public access including Hayling Billy coastal path 
o 69% rural 
o Views over the harbours and to the mainland from the coastline 
o Potential high wider visibility (from taller structures). 
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Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Raised beach deposits 
o Short watercourses draining into the harbours 
o Flat landscape and lack of man made landform 
o Copses, bands of woodland and thick hedgerows 
o Extensive modern urban linear development is out of keeping with the 

traditional rural settlement pattern and character 
o Small area of common land access and countryside service area 
o Sense of tranquillity away from busier areas 
o The landscape is well enclosed by hedgerows, woodlands and the linear 

settlement. 
 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA30: Stoke and north west Hayling is the central of the three LCAs that make up the 
rural northern half of Hayling Island.  Together they form a distinct unit, with 
common features, as well as characteristics which distinguish each LCA.  LCA30 is 
directly linked to LCA29: North Hayling but the hedgerow network which 
strengthens further into LCA29.  The ribbon development within LCA30 also 
continues into LCA29, but is more in evidence in LCA30.  Despite the long common 
boundary with LCA31: Central Hayling plain the two landscape areas are very 
different in character, but remain complementary to each other.  The coastal marshes, 
salterns and mudflats of LCA30 are also an important part of the harbour character 
but to a lesser degree than at LCA29 or LCA31.   
 
Intervisibility is limited with LCA29 due to the pattern of hedgerows on the 
boundary and also with LCA31 due to vegetation cover, including shelter belts, and 
the built form.  LCA30 however has a high level of intervisibility with LCAs 32 and 
33 and the wider landscape beyond. 
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA30: Stoke and north west Hayling does not form the setting to an urban area. 
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3.15 LCA31: Central Hayling plain 
 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local landscape character.  The 
following guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain, manage and replant to retain concentration of oak trees at entrance of 
South Hayling which currently provides a gateway feature 
Improve the vegetated character of the school playing fields at Hayling Secondary 
School, by maintaining and managing the existing mature oak trees, and replanting 
new trees to soften the urban edge and provide links to the adjacent rural 
countryside 
Maintain the historic character of the landscape around Mengham House, by 
preserving, managing the existing ‘gardenesque’ trees and when the case may arise 
replant trees of similar species and character 
Manage ponds for the benefit of biodiversity 
Manage scrub to prevent encroachment on other habitat types. 
 
Built form and development 
Reduce visual impact of A3023 through hedgerow planting. Restrict development of 
the built form along the A3032 to maintain open rural character 
Any redevelopment of the existing farmsteads and properties along West Lane must 
avoid additional visual intrusion of the built form on the adjacent open landscape. 
Also important trees within these sites must be managed and protected 
Improve edge treatment of Mill Rythe Holiday Village. Reduce urbanizing character 
of approaching driveway by appropriate management 
Provide pedestrian access to eastern shoreline 
Further development along Manor Road to the west of its junction with Church Road 
should be avoided in order to preserve the setting of the important group of listed 
and historic buildings at Manor House. 
 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-high 
 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Good quality agricultural land.  Grade 2 over 50%of the LCA 
o The two minor inlets off Chichester Harbour are important water features of 
o 36.1% of the LCA is designated as a Natura 2000 site and there is potential for 

direct and indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
o 35.5% is covered by SINC designation 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats.  
o Historic settlement at South Hayling Manor 



REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 

 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONSULTANTS  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY / COUNTRYSCAPE  HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL   

42 

o Sole examples of medium to large regular fields with wavy boundaries in the 
Borough 

o Group value to the small farmsteads within well preserved field pattern 
o Important area of small regular parliamentary fields on Verner Common 
o Key groups of trees and woodland at Mengham House, Manor Farm and 

Tourner Bury 
o 87% rural 
o Fair level of public access including Hayling Billy coastal path 
o Views over the harbours and to the mainland from the coastline 
o Potential high wider visibility (from taller structures) 
o Lack of screening from local vegetation. 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Raised beach deposits 
o Flat landscape 
o Small watercourses drain into Chichester Harbour 
o Modern leisure development fits in well with the rural character 
o Loss of historic character arising from introduction of modern leisure 

facilities 
o Area of common land access 
o Sense of tranquillity away from busier areas 
o Good sense of enclosure around Mengham creek. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA31: Central Hayling plain is the most southerly of the three LCAs that make up 
the northern rural part of Hayling Island.  Together they form a distinct unit, with 
common features, as well as characteristics which distinguish each LCA.  LCA31 also 
wraps around the urban area of South Hayling, providing a strong rural hinterland 
to the north of the settlement and limiting the urban influence of the settlement on 
both harbours.  Despite the long common boundary with LCA30, the two landscape 
areas are very different in character, but remain complementary to each other.  To 
the south of the LCA, the hedgerow pattern continues into LCA35: West Town 
Hayling Island, reducing to remnant hedgerow trees further into LCA35.  The open 
character of LCA31 also continues into the open area at Gable Head in LCA35.  The 
hedgerows along the boundary with LCA36 (i): South Hayling soften the urban edge 
of LCA36 (i) and the open land of LCA31 extends, as playing fields, into LCA36 (i).  
Otherwise these two LCAs are in contrast with each other.  The coastal marshes, 
salterns and mudflats of LCA31 are also a very important part of the harbour 
character. 
 
LCA31 has a strong level of intervisibility with the harbour LCAs 32 and 33 and the 
wider landscape beyond but limited intervisibility with its adjacent land based 
LCAs.  The northern edge of LCA35 is however highly visible from LCA31.  
 
Wider landscape score: high sensitivity 
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Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA31: Central Hayling plain wraps around the northern edge of LCA35: West Town 
Hayling Island.  The two areas rather flow into each other, creating a slightly diffuse 
edge to the urban form.  This is however balanced by the strong contrast between the 
built form of LCA35 and the open landscape of LCA31.   
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3.16 LCA34: Sinah Common and The Kench 
 
 
The landscape strategy is to conserve and enhance the local character.  The following 
guidelines apply: 
 
Land management 
Maintain and manage the northern boundary of coastal grazing marsh along the 
harbour edge and encourage Sinah Warren Holiday Village to create and manage 
coastal grazing marsh along their frontage to restore the break in this characteristic 
island feature 
Maintain, manage and improve the existing tree cover within Sinah Warren Holiday 
Village to reduce the visible impact on the adjacent open harbour landscape. Link 
tree species selection to adjacent wooded areas of sand dunes 
Maintain and manage wooded character of Ferry Road and protect mature trees 
Ensure that the coastal habitats are maintained and enhanced and remain unaffected 
by any local development 
Be aware of changing wave patterns and how these may affect the sand dune 
systems. 
 
Built form and development 
Improve quality of car park at Ferry Point 
Maintain simple edge treatment of Ferry Road, avoid over use of bollards and co-
ordinate styles throughout 
Avoid visually intrusive built development within the Sinah Golf Course   
Restrict development beyond the existing building line at Sinah Warren Holiday 
Village to maintain the open undeveloped harbour edge character as far as possible 
Maintain the single storey development character at The Kench 
Improve presentation of important group of WW2 features 
Reduce the visual intrusion of maintenance yards and their points of access on the 
wider open landscape  
Maintain the natural low key character of The Kench and avoid additional moorings 
within this area. 
 
 
Overall sensitivity of themes: medium-high 
 
Key elements of landscape sensitivity  
 

o Sand dunes at Sinah Common 
o Important water features include The Kench and the lake and ponds on Sinah 

Common 
o 7.9 % of the LCA is designated as a Natura 2000 site and there is potential for 

direct and indirect impacts on nearby and adjacent Natura 2000 sites. 
o 9.3% is covered by SINC designation 
o Lowland heathland vegetation of the LCA 
o Potential for impacts upon several Priority Habitats.  
o Survival of small regular fields with straight boundaries 



REPORT FEBRUARY 2007 

 

 
KIRKHAM LANDSCAPE PLANNING CONSULTANTS  LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 
WESSEX ARCHAEOLOGY / COUNTRYSCAPE  HAVANT BOROUGH COUNCIL   

45 

o Distinctive vegetation pattern of scrub, marram grass, woodland and golf 
club greens 

o Good public access 
o Golf club house and the Ferry Boat Inn are local landmarks 
o Views out to sea, into Langstone Harbour and across to the mainland 
o Prominent location at entrance to harbour 
o Potential high wider visibility (from taller structures). 
 

 
Other landscape sensitivity interests 
 

o Raised beach deposits 
o General flat topography and lack of man made landform 
o Area of common land access at The Kench 
o Low level of built form 
o Golf course retains open historic character 
o Good local sense of tranquillity despite proximity of urban areas 
o 21% rural 
o Strong sense of lower height enclosure from vegetation and dunes. 

 
Wider landscape 
 
LCA34: Sinah Common and The Kench forms a rather isolated and small less developed 
area on the south western tip of Hayling Island and therefore its landscape context is 
dominated by the western urban edge of LCA35: West town, Hayling Island and the 
surrounding seascape, rather than the rest of the rural hinterland of Hayling Island.  
However its close links, both through its natural shoreline and the high level of 
intervisibility, with LCA32 and LCA38: Langstone Harbour mouth, and its role as the 
gateway to Langstone Harbour, make the LCA an important part of the seascape.  
The tree cover in the east of LCA34 continues, albeit in a different pattern, into 
LCA35, providing strong links, although the intervisibility between these LCAs is 
low. 
  
Wider landscape score: medium sensitivity 
 
Setting to the urban form 
 
LCA34: Sinah Common and The Kench provides a very distinct landscape setting to the 
west of LCA35: West town, Hayling Island.  It is a transition area from the seascape to 
the townscape, heavily influenced by both of these but retaining its own local 
distinctiveness.   




