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4.0 DESIGN GUIDELINES Public Realm Design Framework for Havant Borough Council

4.1.8 OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS
The creative arts can add a layer of beauty and meaning, or merely interest
and fun, to the streetscene, can impart historic or local information to visitors
or passers-by, can add a sense of quality to the public realm, can provide a
series of memorable foci or ‘incidents’ through which we mentally structure our
environment, and can present great mechanisms for engaging communities in
the improvement of their environment.

All opportunities for the development of the creative arts in the public
environment should be identified and developed, particularly the ‘incidental’.
Such initiatives could be carried forward by architects and developers, landscape
architects and urban designers, artists, schools or community groups. Existing
or future funding and delivery mechanisms for creative art projects should
be integrated and dovetailed with public realm development initiatives at
all opportunities. In doing so, the environmental and social benefits will be
optimised above those of ‘stand alone’ public art installations.

(a) Ablank wall to a toilet block presents a visual and physical barrier across
a busy pedestrian route in Waterlooville town centre. It also presents a
blank canvas which could become a memorable and orientating element
within the street.

(b) Occasional architectural or structural elements, such as this wonderful
staircase (Waterlooville), are passed by without being noticed. With
lighting, or colour, its dramatic sculptural form could be emphasized to add
interest to the street.

(c) Often, attempts to create ‘gateways’ to districts are ill-conceived and
ineffective; the anchor on the roundabout surrounded by traffic signage
at Emsworth is out of scale and character with its location. The anchor
should be located in a more intimate location, perhaps by the waterside,
and a more appropriately scaled and detailed gateway treatment designed
for the roundabout.

Opportunities for the Creative Arts

(d) Road overpasses, underpasses and railway bridges, such as these at
Emsworth, often present visual barriers, which area threatening and
uninviting at night. Very simple illumination of bridge soffits with warm
light, or soft colours, can transform them into memorable nightime
gateways, providing strong connections between neighbourhoods and
districts.
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