






Fig 18: Open space framework
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2.9  OPEN SPACE FRAMEWORK
The Open Space Design Framework provides a strategic plan, through which 
key interventions within different character areas are set out and prioritised. 
The relationship between key streets, squares, town centre areas and parks is 
established and examined, with emphasis upon key connective elements within 
the public realm. It provides a strategic and coordinated approach to public 
realm improvements as a catalyst to broader regeneration.

The open space framework plan (left) comprises two key components; 
the defined character areas and key contextual elements. It key routes, 
centres, gateways and edge within different character areas and, as 
such, provides the rationale and framework for the production of more 
detailed design guidelines in the next stage of the study.

A useful illustrative technique to describe the interelation between individual 
character areas and common contextual elements is the design guideline matrix, 
set out in Table 1.
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Table 1: Design guidelines matrix

CHARACTER AREAS

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

distinctive places

inside out centres

linear local centres

major gateway

minor gateway

historic routes

green boulevards

secondary streets

secondary greenways

residential streetscape
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